Section 1 Macavity—the myste!

ln-all crime thrillers and suspense stories, the
criminal or villain is shown to be very smart,
cunning and evil. But the criminal need not be
always a human being. In T. S. Eliot's poem,
Macavity-The Mystery Cat, which has been
taken from Old Possum’s Book of Practical
Ca?s, Macavity is described as a highly
mischievous and criminal cat, who is too
clever to leave behind any trace of his tricks.

Macavity's a Mystery Cat: he's called the
Hidden Paw—

For he's the master criminal who can defy*
the Law.

He.'s the bafflement? of Scotland Yard®, the
Flying Squad*'s despair:

For when they reach the scene of crime—
Macavity's not there!

Macavity, Macavity, there’s no one like
Macavity,

He's broken every human law, he
breaks the law of gravity.

His powers of levitation®
would make a fakir® stare,

And when you reach the
scene of crime—Macavity’s
not there!

You may seek him in the
basement, you may look
up in the air—

But | tell you once and once again, Macavity's

not there!
Macavity’s a ginger’ cat, he’s very tall and thin;

You would know him if you saw him, for his
eyes are sunken in.
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i brow 1S deeply lined with thought, his head And when the Foreign Office find a Treaty's

And when the 10SS has been discl
Secret Service say-

mMacavity, Macavity, there’s no one like
For he's @ fiend® in feline® shape, a monster of
depravitym.

You may meet him in a by-street,
‘y,ou may see him in the square—
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e swars his head from side to side, with There may be a scrap Of paper in the hall or |
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gut when a crime’s discovered,
then Macavity's not there!

He's outwardly respectable. (They
say he cheats at cards.)

And his footprints are not found in
any file of Scotland Yard’s

And when the larder’'s** looted, or
the jewel-case is rifled™?,

Or when the milk is missing, or
another Peke’s*® been stifled*,

Or the greenhouse glass is broken,
and the trellis*® past repair

Ay, there's the wonder of the
thing! Macavity's not there!

nd demon *feline related to the
ily *depravity wickedness
ler a room or large cupboard with
it 2rifled to rob or search with
to rob *3Peke a breed of
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ure to find him resting, or
of his thumb:

Or engaged in
division sSums.
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doing complicated long

Macavity. Mac
Macavity.

avity, there’s no one like

There never was a Cat of such
deceitfulnesgte and suavity?°,

He always has an alibj2t

, and one or
two to spare:

At whatever time the deed took
place—MACAVITY WASN'T THERE !

And they say that all the Cats whose
wicked deeds are widely known

(I might mention Mungojerrie, | might
mention Griddlebone)

Are nothing more than agents for the
Cat who all the time

Just controls their operations:
the Napoleon of Crime!
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. OMPREHENSION SKILLS

L. Answer the following questions.

. His powers of levitation would make a fakir stare .
a. Whose powers of levitation are being referred to here? Mec 0% &

_ b. What do you understand by powers of levitation? V@ 13
e Why is Macavity being Ccompared to a fakir here?

. Macavity's a ginger cat, he's very tall and thin;

~ You would know him if you saw him, for his eyes are sunken in.
~a. What does the term ginger cat mean? P 9 ¢ is vony Wi
b. Why do you think Macavity's eyes are being described as sunken in? ué‘&{‘r‘;‘g L
- €. How do you think being tall and thin would have been of advantage to Macavity?
Me Con C3Coge Cosidy - 4
You'll be sure to find him resting, or a-licking of his thumb; hepo agility Oas CPeA . vie vt B

. - a {\\,'Ouxjg A GU‘X 4

~ Or engaged in doing complicated long division sums.

~ a. Do you think a-licking of his thumb is a deliberate act of pretence on Macavity's
part? Say Yes or No and give reasons for your answer.

b. Why do you think Macavity would engage himself in doing mathematical problems ? ;
c. Do you think a cat like Macavity can ever be in a restful state? Could he have

afforded that? Why or why not?

" Describe Macavity’s physical appearance in detail. P4 l9ol<ed o conk ond dgmand<d ’@F‘f'dt“
Why does Eliot call Macavity the Napoleqn of Crime? What would be the connection with it
Napoleon? Vi oleon fag 0 Sanad oo he won P masermind 9 el achuty he ¥
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Have you ever watched a cat anywhere? Describe some of the distinctive
~ characteristics of cats.

Do you think problem-solving activities, like crossword or Sudoku, help sharpen our |
mind? Do you engage in any such activities? How have they helped you in your day-to-
day life?
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tive language

anguage in a text states facts as they are. Figurative language has a different role to
h the aid of certain devices, figurative language adds multiple layers to the meaning
be inferred. Eliot makes use of this extensively throughout his poem Macavity-The
at.
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